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In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, liberty. In all things, charity.

A WORTHY CELEBRATION
A Message from Our Pastor
“Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on that mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.”
~Afro-American spiritual, adapted by John Work, Jr.
By the time you read this, another Christmas will have come and
gone. I have enjoyed the holidays this year—as I usually do. I love it all-the church services, the lights, the parades, the music. The words above,
from the popular carol “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” tell us how to respond to Christmas: Go from the nativity proclaiming the Christmas message that God, in Christ, has come to dwell among us. One of my favorite
aspects of the holiday season is that for just a little while this message is
proclaimed everywhere...not only in churches, but in stores, in restaurants,
in businesses, in offices...everywhere! I know that some of my fellow
Christians find this less encouraging than I do. They are put off by the
commercialization of the holiday and the insincerity of those who would
use the good news of God’s love to turn a profit for themselves. And I
must admit that I wonder if all the fuss really makes any lasting difference.
After all, Christmas is a great spectacle in our society every year, but does
anything really change as a result? That is debatable. However, the value
of proclaiming good news is not only that it may point others to the right
path, but that it helps keep us on the right path.
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel tells a story about a man who
sought to revitalize the corrupt city of Sodom:
A just man walked the streets of the condemned city day after day,
month after month, imploring the people to change their wicked
ways. One day a passerby, moved by the man’s compassion, approached him and said: “You seem sincerely concerned, and shout
with such passion and eloquence. But it is a hopeless cause; surely
you can see that you are not making any difference.”
“Yes, I see,” said the just man.
“Then why do you go on shouting?”
“In the beginning I had hoped to change them. If I still shout, it is
only to keep them from changing me.”
Continued on page 9 

After Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea, during
the time of King Herod,
Maji from the east came to
Jerusalem and asked, “Where
is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his
star when it rose and have
come to worship Him.”

Matthew 2:1-2 NIV
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SPARC
NEW YEAR
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is
near. (Isaiah 55:6)
It’s a New Year—new calendar—new start. It all sounds
wonderfully encouraging and refreshing. The Apostle Paul
encourages us to “rid ourselves of the old self and put on a new
self.” It sounds so good and righteous and we pledge to do it—but we struggle. We feel overcome by failure.
Paul never said it was easy. In fact, he tells us we “can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.”
Other scriptures repeatedly declare “our help is in the name of the LORD.” Life teaches us spiritual
maturity is not a one and done event. It is something we find ourselves working on over and over. The Holy
Spirit nudges us to keep trying, and Jesus promises to be with us always, to never leave us or forsake us. If,
by faith, we keep—on-keeping—on, the road gets easier. The rough places get smoother, and by prayer and
supplication we gradually rid ourselves of unwanted thoughts and behaviors and become more like Christ
with each effort. We find our strength by seeking the Lord daily in scripture and prayer and by sharing our
journey with other believers. It is hard to see progress if we look at today compared to yesterday, but if we
compare where we are now to where we were last year, we will see our progress.
Lord Jesus, you are the ultimate example of purity and righteousness. I admit my human
weakness. I want to become a better person. Only by your presence and power am I able to overcome.
I admit it is a lifelong process that begins with you. I submit to you and claim your promise to be with
me. Become the light on my path and fill me with joy as I find strength in you. In your holy name I
pray, Amen.

CONLEY’S THRIFT SHOP
First, let us give thanks for the bountiful year that we have had. God has been so gracious
to us. These blessings allowed us to continue to be a blessing to our community and our church family. Our
donations were so great that we were able to donate over 1,400 bags of clothing and 750+ containers of
household items to Christian Storehouse, Shepherd’s Place, and several other local thrift shops. Last week,
Thom Gollery took 12 large storage tubs of winter clothing to Bridgeville to add to a drive that was taking a
tractor trailer of items to Kentucky for the tornado relief program. He also took several suitcases of summer
clothing to The Bridge radio station to be taken to South America. The store was also able to give a large
amount of furniture and household items to Oxford House, Pearl House, and Lighthouse for Broken Wings,
and we were able to have sales that raised over $280,000.00 for our Thrift Store.
This past year the Thrift Store gave approximately $94,000.00 to the church’s mortgage
payment and $30,000.00+ to local charities, paid our expenses for the Thrift Shop, installed a new HVAC,
and had the shop’s exterior painted. We were able to do this because of the great donations from our community and the wonderful volunteers who work so hard to make this possible. Please tell our volunteers
thanks the next time you see them.
In addition, we made lots of new friends, ministered to many people, and shared the
message of Christ’s love to all. Thanks for letting us pass on the good news.

- Pat Vogt
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ODYSSEA: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

The Generosity of God’s Family
By Art Schmidt
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
(2 Corinthians 9:11 NIV)

Odyssea

Jesus demonstrated generosity throughout His lifetime. His last and greatest act
of generosity was when He gave His life so that our sins would be forgiven. We
struggle to follow in His footsteps and strive to be more like Jesus, but we fall
short. Still, we pray for strength to overcome sin and keep our hearts filled with
gratitude for all the blessings God has bestowed upon us.
God provides for us in more ways than we realize. He gives us comfort, peace, and hope and offers us the
assurance of our salvation and eternal life. God fills our “spiritual backpack” with all that we need for our journey
in this life, including the capacity for compassion, forgiveness, generosity, and humility. He guides our steps and
gives us the strength we need to make our way even when the path ahead becomes difficult. God rescues us when
we lose our way and also gives us opportunities to share our blessings with others. The well-known expression
“We are blessed to be a blessing” rings true for each of us, doesn’t it?
Sometimes we can miss the opportunities God offers us to be generous with others, especially when we’re
concerned with our own needs and those of our family. But we must remember that gratitude and generosity go
hand-in-hand, so we are called to share our blessings with God’s family, who also needs our help and concern.
Conley’s is very blessed with a generous and caring church family. Yes, the church needs our dollars to
pay the bills, but Conley’s also needs our time, talent, and participation. “God gives gifts to everyone...and that
means every one of us has something to contribute to the ministry of the church. At Conley’s, we are emphasizing
God’s call to God’s people to get involved in God’s ministry. God gives us gifts and calls us to use them.”¹ There
are plenty of opportunities to answer God’s call to get involved and share our blessings with others. Some of them
are listed on the Conley’s Ministry Menu, but there are many more.
Let us continue to generously contribute to our church financially, but then let’s also pledge to contribute
more of our time and talents to the ministry of our church. Stewardship goes beyond tithes and offerings. Conley’s
has succeeded in so many ways over the years, and that success was made possible through the dedication, hard
work, and generosity of our congregation. Let’s join together in the New Year and put our faith into action.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
All that God gives us, is ours to share with others.
Happy New Year—New Opportunities Await Conley’s!
¹ Pastor Bill Davis, “Connection”, November 2021 issue.
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...that the longest-running active construction project ever in
history is a church in Barcelona, Spain?
La Sagrada Família is a Catholic Basilica that has been under
construction for over 137 years. Construction began in 1882 and has
gone through several design changes and delays. Today, the project
has reached the 70 percent mark and is expected to be completed by
2026. The Basilica has nearly three million visitors each year.
Since construction began, the Sagrada Família has had many
changes in design, direction, and even building materials. The original
architect was Francisco del Villar who was commissioned to design
and lead the iconic building, but due to some creative differences with
the team, he resigned, and that is when Antoni Gaudí took charge of the design and radically changed
the plans. Gaudí dedicated the rest of his life to working on the Sagrada Família. At the time of his death
in 1926, the project was between 15 and 25 percent complete.
The design is a combination of Gothic and Art Nouveau styles. It has three facades: Nativity,
Passion, and Glory. The Nativity Facade was built between 1894 and 1930, and it was the first to be
completed. The Nativity Facade is dedicated to the birth of Jesus Christ and is directed to the northeast,
facing the rising sun, in representation of the birth of Christ. The Passion Facade is stark, simple, and
plain as compared to the vastly decorated and ornamented Nativity Facade. It is carved with harsh
straight lines in resemblance of the bones of a skeleton. Construction for this facade started in 1954,
with instructions and designs left by Gaudí for future architects and sculptors. The Passion Facade, is
dedicated to the Passion of Christ—the pain endured by Jesus Christ during his crucifixion—and intended to depict the sins of humankind. It faces the setting sun, symbolic of the death of Jesus Christ. The
Passion Facade has six large inclined towers made to resemble Sequoia trunks, each dedicated to an
apostle; James, Thomas, Philip, and Bartholomew. The Glory Facade will be the biggest and most noticeable and is meant to be the principle facade that offers access to the central nave. It is dedicated to
the Celestial Glory of Jesus and reflects the road to God—Death, Final Judgment, and Glory.
La Sagrada Família has a total of 18 towers or spires. Each of them is dedicated to an important
religious figure. Twelve of the towers are made after the twelve apostles and are situated on the three
facades. The other six form the Central Towers and are dedicated to the four evangelists, the Virgin
Mary, and Jesus Christ. The Christ Tower is positioned in the center and once completed will be the
tallest of them all, standing 566 feet, making La Sagrada Família the tallest church in the world after
it is completed.

The height of the Central Tower was
intentionally designed by Gaudí to be 3.3 feet
shorter that the Montjuïc Hill in Barcelona, the
tallest hill of the city, because he believed that
the church should not be taller than the work
of God.
For more information and to view some
stunning photos of this incredible structure,
Google La Sagrada Família or visit
https://sagradafamilia.org
(Note: the website is in Spanish, so you’ll need
to select the “translate to English” option.)

4

ANGEL TREE 2021
Across the state and in our county, the economic impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic were much greater than we can imagine.
The already disadvantaged people and especially those experiencing
homelessness were hit the hardest. Many families with young children
found themselves facing financial difficulties due to the pandemic,
and parents struggled to provide the most basic needs like housing,
utilities, and food.
Once again, Conley’s stepped up and provided Christmas gifts
to children living in our community through our Angel Tree Ministry.
This year, we supported 18 families and gave gifts to 53 children. Also,
we were able to provide a box of food (dry goods, bread, and a chicken
or turkey for large families) to each of the participating families, made
possible through our Social Concerns Ministry. What a blessing it was
for us to give gifts to children in our area who would otherwise have
gone without. Many thanks to all those who supported Angel Tree this
year and especially to Judy Parson and Georgiann Deist for their help
to organize, promote, and conduct the campaign.
The parents were overwhelmed by Conley’s generosity when
they came to pick up the gifts and food boxes. One mother wrote a
thank-you note that we’d like to share with you:

To All the Members at Conley’s Church
From My Family to Yours
Thank you for being true examples of Jesus Christ. Your kindness, your caring,, and your smiles along with the tender spirits
that you all have, blesses so many of us throughout the year.
For the furniture*—thank you!
For the clothing*—thank you!
For the friendship—thank you!
We love you—we are grateful for you!
May our heavenly Father continue to bless you
above all others because of what you do.
Theresa R. & family

*from the Thrift Shop
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Missionary Spotlight: Edwin Campomanes Ramirez
Conley’s Mission Team is happy to have this opportunity to share
the work of the missionaries who receive support from Conley’s.
This month’s spotlight is on Edwin Campomanes Ramirez.
Edwin is a United Methodist missionary with the General Board of
Global Ministries (GBGM), serving as the assistant to the president
for institutional development at the National Evangelical Primitive
Methodist Church of Guatemala. He is based in Quetzaltenango.
Edwin was very happy to hear from Conley’s; in Edwin’s own
words, “I’m excited and honored.” Edwin is originally from Mexico
but has been a missionary for almost two years in Guatemala. He is
assigned as the assistant for institutional development but has been serving in Guatemala even before
he was assigned as a GBGM Missionary.
Edwin explained, the Methodist Church of Guatemala temples are mainly in the rural areas of the country. This is where the income, cultural, and educational gaps are more prominent. In Guatemala, 53 percent of the population is living in poverty, but within the indigenous people of the country, the percentage is 79 percent living in poverty and half of them in extreme poverty. This is one of the main reasons
why people here emigrate to Mexico or the USA.
Edwin shared the following:
“We are convinced that people in these communities think that the only way to have a better
future is to leave their country, and so they leave seeking that promise of a better future; but in the
process, Guatemala is losing many talents that can be used to change this reality for the next generations. Therefore, we are taking small steps into showing them that there is something else, by training
them, giving micro-loans so that they can start their own business, empowering women, etc.”
Right now, and because of the pandemic, Edwin has been very involved in supporting communities
through relief, giving them food, basic hygiene products, and other supplies. All of this is possible
because of the support of different churches from the USA, including Conley’s.
Please include Edwin, his family, and his mission work in your prayers. - Barb Evans
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EPIPHANY, THE SEASON AFTER
The period from Christmas to Ash Wednesday
and the beginning of Lent, is the season in the Liturgical
Calendar that we call Epiphany. The word “epiphany”
means “manifestation” and refers in particular to the
manifestation of Jesus as Savior not only of the Jews, but
of all the peoples of the world. The Lectionary lessons in
this season describe three “manifestations” of Jesus that
we celebrate in this season.
The first of these is the visit of the Magi, which we celebrate on January 6. The coming of the Magi
is rooted in the paschal mystery and the redemption which it brings to the world. Epiphany is a story that
speaks to the very essence of the gospel and it’s redemption, for Epiphany has to do with the extension of
salvation not just to the Jews but to the Gentiles (something that is very important to us). In the early church,
Epiphany was a major celebration, more important than even Christmas or the “birth of Christ” and ranking
second only to Easter, because Epiphany demonstrates the “manifestation” of God’s salvation clearly. The
importance for us is shown in the Epistle passage for the day which proclaims the truth of Epiphany—
Ephesians 3:2-6—“the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body and partakers of the promise of
Christ Jesus through the gospel.”
The second of the “manifestations” is the story of the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptizer, when
God manifests Himself to the world with the sign of the Holy Spirit (the dove) and the voice from heaven like
thunder, saying “This is my beloved Son, and He brings me great Joy.” John proclaims (and God authenticates) that Jesus is God’s Son, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the Anointed One
(in the Greek, Messiah).
The third of the “manifestations” is celebrated on Transfiguration Sunday. This is the last Sunday
before Lent begins, and closes the Epiphany season. The story of transfiguration Sunday is a miraculous experience of Peter, James and John, as they are on the mountain with Jesus, and they see him “trans-figured”
before them. As this miraculous event occurs, once again they hear a voice from heaven, “This is my Beloved
Son! Listen to Him!” The early church fathers interpret the glory of God manifested as the dazzling light to
Peter, James and John, as the true vision of the Divine in Christ, a presence available to us through the power
of the Holy Spirit.
We celebrate the revelation of Christ’s glory “before the passion” so that we may “be strengthened
to bear our cross and be changed into his likeness.” The focus of the Lenten season is renewed discipline in
walking in the way of the cross and rediscovery of the baptismal renunciation of evil and sin and our daily
adherence to Christ. At Easter, which reveals the fullness of Christ’s glory (foreshadowed in the Transfiguration), Christians give themselves anew to the gospel at the Easter Vigil where they share the dying and rising
of Christ. In the biblical context, the synoptic gospels narrate the Transfiguration as a bridge between Jesus’
public ministry and his passion. From the time of the Transfiguration, Jesus sets his face to go to Jerusalem
and the cross.
This revelation says that not only Christ in us, but Christ is being revealed through us to others. As
God was manifested in Jesus Christ, so Christ is to be manifested through the church to the world. Because
we are to BE the Church, the body of Christ who act as salt and light, we are to be the continuing
manifestation of Christ’s love and redeeming power.
First United Methodist Church, Elgin, TX—https://fumcelgin.com/epiphany-the-season-after/
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT CONLEY’S?
WORSHIPPING
DURING THE
MONTH OF
JANUARY
Worship with us on
Sundays at 10:00 AM
in person or online.
Our sanctuary is
cleaned and sanitized
every Monday in
accordance with
guidelines.
We live-stream
the service on
Vimeo and YouTube.
Links on our website.

Produced by:

◆Sunday Morning Bible Study
Pastor Jim Van Der Wall leads this group every Sunday morning at
8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.

◆Thursday Morning Bible Study
This group will begin to meet again on Thursday, January 13 at 10 am
in the Missions Room. Karen Lessey will lead the study based upon the
book “The Story”, the Bible as One Continuing Story of God and His
People, by Zondervan, Max Lucado, and Randy Frazee. Participants
can purchase a hard or soft cover copy of the book or the Student
Edition on Amazon.com. .Karen has a few copies to share.
More info: karenlessey@icloud.com

◆Church Council Meetings
The council will be holding strategic planning meetings this month to
set goals for 2022. These meetings will be held on Thursday, January 6
and January 13 at 6 pm in the library. The regular monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, January 20 at 6:30 pm in the library.

◆New Member Sunday
New members will be accepted into Conley’s family on January 23
during the 10:00 am worship service.

◆Prayer Service
This month's service will be held on Wednesday, January 26 at 6:30
pm in the sanctuary. Please join us for a contemplative time to lift up
prayers of praise, repentance, petition, and thanks. All are invited.

◆UMW Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, January 29 at 9:00 am in
the Fellowship Hall.

◆UMM Meeting
You can make a
donation or tithe using
the online portal on
our website:

conleysumc.org
Thank you
for supporting our
mission and for your
faithfulness in giving!
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The pandemic brought the UMM meetings to a halt and they’ve lost
several members since then, but they will kick-off the New Year by
holding a meeting on Saturday, February 12, in the Fellowship Hall at
8 am. This is the chance to come together as a group and begin anew!
Conley’s men, mark your calendars! For more information, call
John Ovens 302-381-3361.

At age 69, I am figuring on 25 more years of life. In an endeavor to
live my life to the fullest (and longest), I believe in healthy eating
coupled with a good dose of golf and exercise. Who is perfect?
Temptations to destroy your healthy eating vows do abound.
But on random days like today, let me tell you about my diet.
I got out of bed early and had a 5:00 am breakfast salad. Starting with a bed of lettuce, carrots,
and red cabbage, I added diced peppers and onions, celery, grapes, blueberries, raisins, tomatoes, and
glazed walnuts. The salad was topped with crunchies and a lite Vidalia onion vinaigrette dressing.
Orange juice to drink.
At 9:00 along came daughter Valarie—off of work for the holidays from Wilmington University—with breakfast from McDonalds. (Don’t judge me!) I had an Egg McMuffin with no meat and a
hash brown. Iced tea was my beverage.
About 2:00, I got hungry again, so I placed olive oil in a skillet and fried onions, peppers, sliced
potatoes, and celery. It was topped with soy-based bacon bits. To drink I had cranberry juice. The meals
were all delicious, by the way.

I am fighting a battle with my weight. When I was growing up, I was terribly underweight.
What happened? Now that I am heavier, I am determined to lose pounds. The best person to fight the
battle of dieting with me is Jesus Christ. The evil adversary is going to bring on troops to distract and
tempt. Christmas cookies, parties, and goodies at every stop. Oh, the humanity!
I will keep you posted as to how the fight is going! The struggle is real.

A Worthy Celebration
Continued from page 1 ~

Why should we continue to proclaim the good
news of peace and good will when so many seem
determined to create conflict and foster ill will toward
one another? The answer is that the gospel is worthy
to be proclaimed regardless of whether or not people
receive it. Why should we continue to celebrate the
holidays with good cheer when so many cynically
exploit them for personal gain? Because for those
who recognize its meaning, the birth of Christ is
worthy of celebration regardless of whether or
not it is recognized by others.
As John put it: “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God” (John 1:11-12). Let's not allow our joy at receiving the light of Christ to be dampened by
those who choose to walk in the darkness of the world.
May we at Conley’s Church continue to proclaim, live, and celebrate our faith at every
holiday and throughout the year.
- Pastor Bill Davis
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The Christmas star has not faded
It has been implanted in us.
The light of the world in not dimmed,
It shines in you, in me,
and in all creation,
and the darkness cannot extinguish it.
Let us be God’s revelation,
God’s path or transformation,
shining like stars in the heavens,
to give light to every pilgrim,
every wanderer,
every lost and rejected one.
Let us go forth,
carrying God’s light
into the world.
- Christine Sine
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